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ANNUAL REPORT
of the
ANIMAL DEFENDERS OFFICE

2024-25 Animal Defenders
Office

Using the law to protect animals

Our offlce is on stolen Iand and we acknowledge its
Traditional Owners. We pay respect to Elders, past,

present and emerging, and recognise that
soverelgnty has never been ceded.

“Gurudhanny” 2018

Original artwork presented to
the ADO by a Wiradjuri Elder
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ADO Goals

The objects for which the Animal Defenders Office is established are:

ore To ‘se awareness within
th ommu ty about To provide advice on the
le; g al aspects of th law affecting animals and

treatment and u those who protect them.
animals by humans.
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protec s pro t t ltgt and b;wmlth n att_:)on
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related a of law. make compassionate animal protection
choic es.

dispute resolution.

Commlttee Report

Section 73(1)(c), Associations Incorporation Act 1991 (ACT) (“the Act”)

/// /
s //{/{4:1 year ended on 30 June 2025.

ts some of the activities the association
. ///// ool
has unde t en during the most recently ended
gt

fmanCIal year, as well as other matters required under
/////

sect ion 73(1)(c) of the Act.
y

on 26 August 2013.
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Principal activities of the ADO 2024-25

iy

eIn 2024-25 ADO volunteers:

=Logged 360+ inquiries and requests for help (350+ last year)
=Responded to 155 legal advice requests (144 last year)

Anirmal Defenders
Office

Usinig the e to et animsts

*Opened 13 new ongoing legal cases (12 last year)

Animal Defenders
Office

Using the fow to prstect animals

ACT ACAT Pet dogs No 6 Won 1 contested hearing.
Settled 3 in ADO client's favour.
Lost 1 on re-appeal.
1 currently on appeal.

VIC County Court  Puppy- Yes 1 Settled in ADO client's favour
of Victoria farmed dogs

VIC VCAT Greyhounds No 1 Settled in ADO client's favour

NSW Fair Work Greyhounds Yes 1 N/A (ADO client was witness)
Commission -
Drake Inquiry

NSW NCAT Greyhounds Yes 1 Ongoing




30/12/2025

CIVIL AND
' AR Nl!i'mm
' RIBUNAL

Inquiry into Greyhound Racing NSW

Evidence of former Chief Veterinary Officer

Inquiries/Advices/Cases by Jurisdiction 2024-25
-
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INQUIRIES/ADVICES/CASES BY JURISDICTION 24/25
WA TAS
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QLD o__International
12% 1%

ACT
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NSW
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2024-2025
%N Animal @ 21k
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\ International Saciety
U"b" for Equitation Science

EMMA HURST MP

ANIMAL JUSTICE PARTY
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Inquiries/Advices/Cases by Animals 2024-25

(Dogs really are a (hu)man’s best friend...)

Inquiries/Advices/Cases
by Animals 2024-25

camels

h

brumbies
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B
In 2024-25 the ADO made written submissions to: T

. Committee on the Proposal to Develop Rosehill Racecourse.
Cat Ma

“Cat Management (Cat Management) Amendment Bill 2024 inquiry.
sovernment's review of the Animal Protection Act.

t Standing Committee on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs'

to the Truth and Justice Commission Bill 2024.
777

"Upper House Inquiry into the impact of the phase-out of Australian
p/[/exports by sea on New South Wales.

' ng;Vié/foria‘s 2024 Jumps Racing Review.
W

. / N
//// he,/NSW Upper House Inquiry into the management of cat populations.

7
%Q/g/%/////

7% . . :

8. The NSW Government's public consultation on the Draft Prevention of Cruelty
///%po Animals Regulation 2025.

%9./ The Australian Government's 'Renewing the Australian Animal Welfare Strategy’
%/// public consultation process.

10. The SA Parliamentary Inquiry into Kangaroo and Wallaby Populations.

//////////////// 11. The NSW Government's Companion Animals Act review.

More about the ADQO’s written submissions in 2024-25:

isdiction:
.

Subject:

All animals/Animal law: 3
Racehorses: 2

Cats: 2

First Nations people: 1
Sheep: 1

Kangaroos: 1

i
)

. 7

Companion animals: 1

-8
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In 2024-25 the ADO gave oral evidence to Inquiries at:

/ SW/L/eglslatlve Assembly's

nquiry into the Prevention of
Cru:elty to Animals Amendment
’( rtual Stock Fencing) Bill 2024,
/ - 5 July 2024.

« NSW Legislative Council's Inquiry
into the management of cat
populations in NSW,

1 April 2025.

Animal law outreach stalls in 2024-25:

- 27/3/25: Dominion screening ACT

» 23/5/25: ACT Law Week Exhibition
of Local Justice Organisations

» 25/5/25: Million Paws Walk




30/12/2025

Koala March, Canberra 1/9/24 Rally Against Rodeos (Qbn) 8
PR Sag —r ! o L

ome G e eve e ADO attended/co-hostead
)24 i
.

. e # | i
S 4 Jnﬁg(r: TION S | e
BT

17

Bono Assistance

.
.
. |

T‘ﬁe ADO was assisted by '
=1 full-time volunteer/principal lawyer

* 34 lawyer, paralegal, graduate (PLT), and
admin casual/part-time yolunteers

» Five pro-bono barristers

» Four pro-bono law firms
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Animal Defenders
Office

Squire Patton Boggs' Emerging
Australian Pro Bono Practice
By Jessica Antal, Angela Radicl i

Case Study: Sup|
WViolence & Sexu:

Griffith University Law School

Candidate for Doctor of Philosophy, INTERVIEW
anion Animal Law

Com,
INTERVI!?W WITH THE ADO
A beginner’s guide m - wess (8 for your
© _.. \a sincere thank YO o 1g
. . L . | - artici
to owning a pet in = X valusble £in€ B2 7,
t}\g, ADY iavagew in our documen maker

Documentary
P,

Australia

19

ADO

new publications
2024-25

FACT SHEETS:

Live Export of Sheep by Sea

Family Law Act and pets: new laws
New NSW laws on renting with pets

10
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You have been very

TESTIMONIALS 2024-25 Patient &

understanding. You

have my whole hearted
77777 thanks.’

Animal Defenders
Office

Using e et prsdect il

\Thank you for being

such a solid calm Advice client

ith the > ‘Thank Yo -
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Judge, you provided me oU% time and 3ePSEC . ncredibly | your. S eTYthing
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help

e
: . d
environment so that 1 e still ?°° . address the weajk Case cljens

s ; .

could relay accurately therie 1ike you P S  Points in our

- thoughts and peoid X = client ?Urrent legislatiOn
emotions. thanks for wor ca in order to Protect

your patience and
support. It means so

r
have stuck by me. ‘Thank you so much for

Ccase client

animals from Cruelty
and reduce the risk
of harm to children
//and the commy
thank the Ani

‘Thankyou SO
much for
writing this,

nity. 1 brilliant.

this information. I really Defeng, mal Thankyou
i i i N ers Office thankyou
“Th appreciate it and the time | its legal ex .for S
) ank you so muc . dg you've taken to help ¥ ana ‘ Pertise thanky N
is absolutel i answer my questions.’ | .o TeView of the much. Xxx.©
Y amazing. | bill .- e client
You're a superstar.’ Advice client : s

NSW MP, Hansarq

Organisation client
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.
Net profit or loss 2024-25

s

e
O/omml ttee (‘the Board’)

l/;/}//a///ge _5;va1rector (retmng) R R
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Committee Members 2025-26 %

. =

e
025/26 is:

///

Dlrector

/
/////

ard, Secretary

Director

Volunteers, Pro-bono Supporters, %..
and Sponsors in 2024-25 ot
PARALEGALS & PRACTICAL LEGAL LAWYERS BARRISTERS SPONSORS

INTERNS TRAINING & i 2l Justin  Castelan

GRADUATES g Lo Lisa De Ferrari
Paris  Hart

Eloise Kneebone
eter  Singleton

Mike Rosalky
Gail Ward

LAW FIRMS
Lawyerbank
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