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ANNUAL REPORT 
of the 

ANIMAL DEFENDERS OFFICE 

2023–24 

Our office is on stolen land and we acknowledge its 
Traditional Owners. We pay respect to Elders, past, 

present and emerging, and recognise that 
sovereignty has never been ceded.

“Gurudhanny” 2018

Original artwork presented to 
the ADO by a Wiradjuri Elder
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ADO Goals

To empower and 
encourage the 

community to protect 
animals through the law.

To promote respect for 
the environment and the 

individual animals and 
species who depend on it 

for their survival and 
wellbeing.

To raise awareness within 
the community about 
legal aspects of the 

treatment and use of 
animals by humans.

To provide advice on the 
law affecting animals and 
those who protect them.

To carry out and publish 
research on animal 

protection and other 
related areas of law.

To seek appropriate law 
reform to improve the 

protection of animals and 
the ability of humans to 

make compassionate 
choices.

To promote public 
interest animal 

protection litigation and 
forms of alternative 
animal protection 
dispute resolution.

To promote links 
between the association 
and similar organisations 
in the ACT, interstate and 

overseas.

The objects for which the Animal Defenders Office is established are:

Committee Report 2024

• The association was incorporated on 26 August 2013. 

• The last financial year ended on 30 June 2024.

• This report lists some of the activities the association 

has undertaken during the most recently ended 

financial year, as well as other matters required under 

section 73(1)(c) of the Act. 

Section 73(1)(c), Associations Incorporation Act 1991 (ACT) (“the Act”)
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Principal activities of the ADO 2023-24

LEGAL WORK

•In 2023-24 ADO volunteers:

▪Logged 350+ inquiries and requests for help 

▪Responded to 144 legal advice requests

▪Opened 12 new ongoing legal cases

ADO on the 

record in 

Courts & 

Tribunals in 

2023-2024
ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal NSW Civil and Administrative Tribunal

ACT Supreme Court Supreme Court VictoriaDistrict Court of NSW
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Representation caseload — key matters 
2023-24
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Inquiries by type of animal 2023-24

In 2023-24 the ADO made written submissions to:

1. DA-202341697 - Ginninderry Conservation Corridor re impact on wildlife esp. wombats (ACT)

2. Government public consultation re NSW rental laws and pets (NSW)

3. Australian Senate inquiry into bill to ban the export of greyhounds for racing (CTH)

4. Parliamentary inquiry into pounds (NSW)

5. Government proposal to amend Kosciuszko National Park Wild Horse Heritage Management Plan (NSW)

6. Parliamentary Inquiry into proposed aerial shooting of Brumbies in Kosciuszko National Park (NSW)

7. Independent review of the Commonwealth Government's National Legal Assistance Partnership (CTH)

8. Inquiry into Agriculture and Fisheries and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2023 (QLD)

9. Parliamentary inquiry into Pig Welfare in Victoria (VIC)

10. Review of the Code of Practice on the Humane Treatment of Wild and Farmed Australian Crocodiles (CTH)

11. Parliamentary inquiry into the operation of the approved charitable organisations under POCTA Act 1979 (NSW)

12. Inquiry into Petition 17-23: Indian (Common) Myna Control (ACT)

13. Draft Animal Care and Protection Bill (VIC)

14. Inquiry into the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Amendment (Virtual Stock Fencing) Bill 2024 (NSW)

15. Public consultation on adding public interest exceptions to the Surveillance Devices Act 2007 (NSW)

16. Inquiry into the Animal Welfare Draft Bill (SA)

17. Draft Dog and Cat Management (Breeder Reforms) Amendment Bill 2024 (SA)

18. Australian Government's public consultation on renewing the Australian Animal Welfare Strategy (CTH)
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA
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https://www.thebluediamondgallery.com/typewriter/r/reform.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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In 2023-24 the ADO gave evidence at 
5 parliamentary inquiries in 3 different jurisdictions

NSW Pounds Inquiry 14/11/2023
QLD Inquiry dangerous dog laws

16/2/2024 

NSW inquiry into approved charitable 

organisations under POCTAA 26/4/2024
18/12/2023

The ADO: volunteers in 2023-24

The ADO was assisted by:

• 25 lawyer*, intern, graduate (PLT), research 
and admin volunteers (part-time/casual)

* Incl. one full-time volunteer lawyer

• Three pro-bono barristers

• Three pro-bono law firms
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Volunteers 2023-24
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Community Legal Education in 
2023-24

Animal Law @ UNSW taught by ADO 

volunteers, 2023 T3

Animal Law @ UNSW 

taught by ADO volunteers, 

2024 T2

Pets and Wildlife Safety Day 

2024, ADO presentation:

‘Injured animals and the 

law – what you should know’

Animal Rights Forum 2024

Lecture to 

UNSW 

humanities 

course, 2024 T2

Community Events in 2023-24
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ADO & the media 2023-24

ADO & 

social justice 

on socials
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ADO publications 
2023-24

ADO and the Community Legal Sector in 2023-24

CLCNSW AGM, 13 March 2024. ADO 

moved a motion of thanks to CLCNSW 

for its ongoing support for the ADO over 

the last 10 years.

Improvement Plan progress report for 

Phase 3 of the National Accreditation 

Scheme (NAS) for CLCs assessed as 
meeting the standards for NAS Phase 3.

The ADO took part in the Independent 

Review of the National Legal Assistance 

Partnership 2020-25, August 2023.

Online cross-checks with Principal Lawyers 

from NSW CLCs 28 September 2023.
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TESTIMONIALS 2023-24

‘Thank you so much for all 

of your help and hard 

work. [Animal] would 

likely not have been saved 

without you.’ Case client

(MORE) TESTIMONIALS 2023-24

‘Thank you ADO for 

being there. It was a 

blessing finding you. 

Thank you for all 

you’ve done.’ 

First Nations case client

‘Amazing call. 

Thank you so, so 

much for your time. 

Thank you I really 

appreciate it.’ 

Advice client

‘Thank you so much 

for your help in the 

application, very 

useful information as 

usual. You have no 

idea how appreciative 

we are.’ 

Self-representing 

clients

‘Thank you so much. I 

really appreciate all 

of your good advice 

and taking the time 

to explain.’ 

Advice client
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Net profit or loss 2023-24

2023-24 

Financial 

statement

Funding highlights 2023-24
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Committee Members 2024-25

The incoming ADO Committee for 2024-25 is:

• Yana del Valle, Director

• Angela Pollard, Director

• Dr Jon Rosalky, Treasurer

• Mike Rosalky, Director

• Farnham Seyedi, Director*

• Tara Ward, Secretary
* New committee member

Volunteers & Sponsors 2023-24

PARALEGALS & 
INTERNS

PRACTICAL LEGAL 
TRAINING 
GRADUATES

James Burford

Toni Narciso

ADMIN

Monique Bordignon

LAWYERS

Andrew Joyce

Naaman Kranz

Vaishnavi Pappu

Ken Powell

Angela Radich

Mike Rosalky

Tania Scott

Farnham Seyedi

Michael Sosower

Vicki Stylianou

Tara Ward

RESEARCH 
OFFICERS

Dr Serrin Rutledge-Prior

BARRISTERS

Paris Hart

Bridie Nolan

Peter Singleton

SPONSORS*

Gabriel Budilova

Wing Cheung

Kate Harriden

Deborah Lancaster

Shannon Prior

Mike Rosalky

Gail Ward

Sebastian Adams

Lauren Atkinson

Oliver Blyth

Casper Chow

Jake Fitzgerald

Jack Li

Sharon Liu

Siyi Liu

Heyma Nahar

Wenjie Zhang

* Recurring and major donors

LAW FIRMS

Hall & Wilcox

Lawyerbank

Squire Patton Boggs

ORGANISATIONS

Animal Justice Foundation

Voiceless
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