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ANNUAL REPORT 
of the 

ANIMAL DEFENDERS OFFICE 

2021–22 

Our office is on stolen land and we acknowledge its 
Traditional Owners. We pay respect to Elders, past, 

present and emerging, and recognise that 
sovereignty has never been ceded.

“Gurudhanny” 2018

Original artwork presented to 
the ADO by a Wiradjuri Elder
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ADO Goals

To empower and 
encourage the 

community to protect 
animals through the law.

To promote respect for 
the environment and the 

individual animals and 
species who depend on it 

for their survival and 
wellbeing.

To raise awareness within 
the community about 
legal aspects of the 

treatment and use of 
animals by humans.

To provide advice on the 
law affecting animals and 
those who protect them.

To carry out and publish 
research on animal 

protection and other 
related areas of law.

To seek appropriate law 
reform to improve the 

protection of animals and 
the ability of humans to 

make compassionate 
choices.

To promote public 
interest animal 

protection litigation and 
forms of alternative 
animal protection 
dispute resolution.

To promote links 
between the association 
and similar organisations 
in the ACT, interstate and 

overseas.

The objects for which the Animal Defenders Office is established are:

Committee Report 2022

• The association was incorporated on 26 August 2013. 

• The last financial year ended on 30 June 2022.

• This report lists some of the activities the association 

has undertaken during the most recently ended 

financial year, as well as other matters required under 

section 73(1)(c) of the Act. 

Section 73(1)(c), Associations Incorporation Act 1991 (ACT) (“the Act”)

3

4



19/12/2023

3

Principal activities of the ADO 2021-22

LEGAL WORK

• In 2021-22 ADO volunteers:
▪ Received over 250 inquiries and requests for help 

▪ Provided 140 unique and complex legal advices

▪ Opened 10 new ongoing legal cases

ADO on the record 

in Courts & Tribunals 

in 2021-2022

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal District Court of NSW

NSW Court of Appeal

Picton Courthouse NSW
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Representation caseload — key matters 2021-22

Impounded for 1½ years

NOT-FOR-
PROFITS 

WE HELPED IN 

2021-2022

South Branch
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In 2021-22 the ADO made written submissions to:

1. Commercial Kangaroo Harvest Management Plan 2022–26 - Consultation draft (NSW)

2. Australian Senate Inquiry - Definitions of meat and other animal products (Cth)

3. Animal Welfare Reform - Discussion Paper (NSW)

4. Draft Kosciuszko National Park Wild Horse Heritage Management Plan (NSW)

5. Licensing and regulating cat and dog breeders - Consultation Paper (NSW)

6. Inquiry into Public Health Amendment Bill 2021 (ACT)

7. Review of live sheep exports by sea to, or through, the Middle East during the Northern 
Hemisphere summer (Cth)

8. Greater Brisbane Greyhound Centre – Have Your Say (Qld)

9. Parliamentary inquiry into animal welfare policy and draft Bill (NSW)

10. Parliamentary inquiry into approved charitable organisations (NSW)

11. Parliamentary inquiry into puppy farms (NSW)

12. Central Coast puppy breeding facility – Development Application (NSW)

13. Australian Openness Agreement on Animal Research (Cth)

14. Parliamentary inquiry into use of primates and other animals in medical research (NSW)

15. Review of Animal Care and Protection Act (Qld)

In 2021-22 the ADO gave evidence at 
6 parliamentary inquiries in 3 different jurisdictions
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The ADO: volunteers in 2021-22

The ADO was assisted by:

• Over 35 legal, research 

and admin volunteers

• Four pro bono barristers

• One pro bono animal 

welfare consultant
PLT means ‘practical legal training’ for law graduates
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Volunteer Types

Volunteer Types

Community Legal Education in 2021-22
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Community 
Events in 
2021-22

ADO & the media 2021-22
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ADO publications 
2021-22

ADO and the Community Legal Sector in 2021-22

ADO Board Strategy, Planning and 

Risk Workshop, 20 March 2022

Certificate of 

accreditation 

awarded to ADO 

for Phase 3 of the 

National 

Accreditation 

Scheme for CLCs, 

11 May 2022

Cross-checking online with Principal 

Lawyers from NSW CLCs 16 December 2021

The ADO is a member of the 

ACT Legal Assistance Forum 

(ACTLAF), a forum of free legal 

services that met in 2021-22 to 

work on improving access to 

justice in the Australian Capital 

Territory.
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TESTIMONIALS – thanks to ADO volunteers from clients in 
2021-22

‘Thank you so much for your time. The 

information you gave me is absolutely 

invaluable and the time you spent with 

me was so very much appreciated!’

‘Thank you so much for all 

your advice and expertise, 

you have been extremely 

supportive.’
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Net profit or loss 2021-22

2021-22 

Financial 

statements

Funding highlights 2021-22

In 2021-22 we were fortunate enough to receive a one-off grant of $65,000 

from the NSW Government’s Social Sector Support Fund. This grant 

enabled us to: 

• hire staff for the first time in the history of our organisation, and

• subscribe to a commercial case management system for the first time as a 
community legal centre.

These two significant improvements meant our NFP could:

• support clients by reducing our COVID 19 backlog of cases and requests, 

• assist more clients with their legal problems, 

• improve our ability to meet the demand for our normal services in the 
community, 

• respond to requests for our services and expertise from NSW parliamentary 
inquiries, 

• contribute to NSW law reform initiatives, and

• run public awareness campaigns about animal welfare and law reform issues. Volunteer Principal Lawyer Tara Ward with 

the ADO’s first paid solicitor, Sarah Margo
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Volunteers & Sponsors 2021-22

PARALEGALS & 
INTERNS

Lauren Atkinson

Sel Burek

Megan Corby

Elisabeth Henke

Francine Horne

Ashiq Kazi

Sacha Lefevre

Ella Maher

Brooke Morrissey

Harrison Pike

Tia Rappel

Clint Seares

Carla Strazdins

PRACTICAL LEGAL 
TRAINING 
GRADUATES

Ashley Avci

Scott Dempsey

CONSULTANT

Matthew Guest

LAWYERS

Ingrid Antolinez

Carrie Brock

Tess Chia

Sharon Chiu

Jack Craig

Daniel Cung

Paul Dickson

Katie Gamble

Sarah Margo

Isabel Mellor

Caitlin Muddle

Farnham Seyedi

Michael Sosower

Vicki Stylianou

Tara Ward

RESEARCH OFFICERS

Stefanie Packard

Hugh Palamountain

Ilana Rudaizky

Serrin Rutledge-Prior

BARRISTERS

Paul Glissan

Parisa Hart

Tahn O’Rourke

Peter Singleton

NSW Bar Association

SPONSORS

N Beckmann

Naaman Kranz

Shannon Prior

Michael Rosalky

Dr John Ward

NSW Government
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