THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK AROUND
THE KILLING OF KANGAROOS &
OTHER MACROPODS IN NSW:
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ISSUES AND CONCERNS
A NSW parliamentary committee is
conducting an inquiry
into the health and wellbeing of kangaroos and other
macropods in NSW, and wants to hear from the public
about this issue. This information sheet contains some of
the concerns the ADO has about the legal framework
regulating the killing of these native animals.*
DEREGULATING
NON-COMMERCIAL KILLING

ay!
s
r
u
o
y
e
v
a
H COMMENTS DUE:
Monday, 26 April 2021
You can write a submission to
the Inquiry. Find out more here:
https://tinyurl.com/24fhneup
For more info about writing a
submission,here's some advice
from the NSW Parliament:
https://tinyurl.com/yd93wqhs

CODES OF PRACTICE
There are national codes of practice for
shooting kangaroos and other macropods on a
commercial and non-commercial basis.[3]
Both codes contain only minimum standards for
shooting these animals. They are very far from ‘best
practice’.
Both allow inhumane practices such as shooting
mother kangaroos and killing young joeys by a blow
to the head. They do not require shooters to catch
and euthanase mobile young-at-foot joeys whose
mothers have been killed.
The codes have no legal effect in NSW. NSW
animal protection laws do not refer to the kangaroo
shooting codes of practice. Compliance with the
code may be a condition on commercial shooting
licences, but this does not apply to volunteer
shooters as they are no longer required to obtain a
licence.

In 2018 the NSW Government loosened
restrictions on non-commercial killing in NSW
ostensibly on the grounds that making it easier to
shoot kangaroos helped landholders during the
drought.[1]
Under the changes, checks and restrictions have
been removed. Now volunteer shooters can kill
kangaroos on private land without a licence, and
physical tags keeping track of the animals shot are
no longer required.
By January 2021, 98% of NSW was declared to be
drought-free or recovering,[2] yet the legal
restrictions on non-commercial shooting of
kangaroos have not been reinstated.

‘DAMAGE MITIGATION’
LICENCES TO KILL
Landholders are supposed to have tried non-lethal
‘control’ measures before being allowed to kill
kangaroos, wallaroos or wallabies on their property.
Yet there is no way of knowing if this 'last-resort only'
policy is enforced by government agencies.

ENFORCEMENT
Animal welfare laws are supposed to apply to
macropods, but there is no evidence of these laws
being enforced against shooters at the point of killing
where the suffering is inflicted. In the last reporting
period (2019), no prosecutions of shooters under
NSW animal welfare laws were reported.[4]
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FENCING
Many types of fencing used on rural areas cause
significant injuries and suffering to kangaroos and
other macropods. They get caught in barbed wire
fencing and suffer fatal injuries. They are trapped by
exclusion fencing.
Causing an animal to be unjustifiably wounded,
mutilated, maimed, terrified, or inflicted with pain is
an animal cruelty offence in NSW. Animal cruelty
laws should be enforced to punish those responsible
for the suffering caused to macropods by fencing.
The most harmful fencing should be phased out.

* This Information Sheet is for general information purposes and is not legal advice. It provides a brief overview only of
this area of the law. If you require legal advice relating to particular circumstances you should contact the ADO or another
solicitor.
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DISCLAIMER

While all care has been taken in preparing the information on this information sheet, it is not a substitute for legal advice. For
any specific questions we recommend you seek legal advice. The Animal Defenders Office accepts no responsibility for any
loss or damage suffered by people relying on the information contained in this sheet.
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